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spend every 3 days in our operations in 
Iraq. This puts a premium on ensuring 
the taxpayers’ money is being well 
spent. 

We won’t know whether our strategy 
in Iraq is making true progress until 
real report cards start coming in. 

The amendment is a reminder that 
the first of these report cards from the 
administration was due this past Mon-
day, and that the representatives of 
the people in Congress are waiting. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, what is the 
amendment now pending in the Sen-
ate? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Amend-
ment No. 1161 offered by the Demo-
cratic leader. 

Mr. REID. I ask that the Senate act 
on the amendment at this time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate on the amendment? If 
not, the question is on agreeing to 
amendment No. 1161. 

The amendment (No. 1161) was agreed 
to. 

Mr. REID. I move to reconsider the 
vote. 

Mr. GREGG. I move to lay that mo-
tion on the table. 

The motion to lay on the table was 
agreed to. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1075 
Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask for 

the regular order with respect to 
amendment No. 1075. It is Senator 
VOINOVICH’s amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
amendment is pending. 

Mr. GREGG. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the amendment be agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 1075) was agreed 
to. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1151 
Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask for 

the regular order with respect to 
McCain amendment No. 1151. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
amendment is now pending. 

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the amend-
ment be agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 1151) was agreed 
to. 

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that there now be a 
period for the transaction of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.
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SENATE FIRST QUARTER 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
as we return from the celebrations 
marking our Nation’s Independence 
Day, we should take a moment to mark 
the accomplishments of this Senate as 
we conclude the first quarter of the 
109th Session of the U.S. Congress. 

The list of accomplishments is im-
pressive. 

Judges to our circuit courts of ap-
peals, stalled for years, now sit on the 
bench. Key legislative initiatives, once 
left to languish, are now the law of the 
land or on the brink of completion. 

Class action reform protects plain-
tiffs from abusive coupon settlements 
while it prevents lawyers from gaming 
the system. 

It had been delayed for at least a dec-
ade despite strong public support and 
legislative majorities. Now it has been 
signed into law by President Bush. 

So too was a bankruptcy reform bill 
that ushers in a new emphasis on per-
sonal responsibility. It is another re-
form of our civil justice system that 
was long delayed, despite broad sup-
port. 

We met our responsibilities to defend 
freedom, and the challenges of con-
tinuing to wage war on terrorism, with 
an emergency funding bill for Iraq. 

We responded to the heart-breaking 
human cry for help by funding inter-
national relief efforts for victims of the 
Southeast Asia tsunami. 

The budget resolution, which sets the 
vision of this nation, was completed 
and now permits smooth consideration 
of appropriations bills, tax relief meas-
ures, the highway bill, the energy bill 
and numerous other initiatives. 

After failures to enact a budget in 
two of the last three sessions, getting 
this one in place means we are on 
course to meeting the President’s goal 
of cutting the deficit in half while 
funding our important priorities of 
health, education, veterans, and home-
land security. 

When we’ve found that our budget 
needed to be adjusted to meet the med-
ical needs of veterans, we voted to 
make the adjustments to ensure vet-
erans have the health care they need 
this year as well as next. 

We now are poised to soon enact a 
highway bill that will help Americans 
get where they need to go more quickly 
and safely, and will help create jobs 
within our States as well. 

We are going to conference now on an 
Energy bill that will help reduce our 
national dependence on foreign sources 
of oil and prevent blackouts like the 

one that hit the Northeast United 
States in 2003. 

We made the homeland safer by pass-
ing the Real ID provision. These provi-
sions tighten our borders, reform our 
asylum system, and safeguard our iden-
tity documents so that terrorists can-
not use them to avoid detection. 

We’ve broken the unprecedented 
three-year filibuster of President 
Bush’s judicial nominees who finally 
received up-or-down votes. Now, Judges 
Owen, Pryor, Brown, Griffith, 
McKeague, and Griffin have each taken 
their oaths and assumed the Federal 
appellate bench. 

Most recently, the Senate has ex-
panded the benefits of free trade, eco-
nomic opportunity, and political sta-
bility to new regions of our own hemi-
sphere with Senate passage of the Cen-
tral American Free Trade Agreement. 

We’ve made a good down payment on 
the appropriations process by passing 
the Interior, Legislative Branch, and 
Energy and Water. 

And finally, this week we have paid 
our respects and expressed our condo-
lences to the victims of the London 
terrorist bombings, and are proceeding 
to work on funding our own homeland 
security needs. 

Freedom never had a greater ally 
than the valiant United Kingdom, and 
the United Kingdom will never have a 
greater friend than America. Our pray-
ers are with that great nation today. 

That is an incredible body of achieve-
ment in just six months. Where once 
there was inaction, we can now boast 
of accomplishment. We have done what 
the American people sent us here to do. 

I hope everyone enjoyed the Fourth 
of July weekend and paused for a mo-
ment to celebrate the fact behind those 
fireworks—that government of, for, 
and by the people can work, and that 
the accomplishments of this Senate 
show that it does work.
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ETHIOPIA 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 

today I rise to express concern about 
recent events in Ethiopia. On May 15, 
2005, 90 percent of registered Ethiopian 
voters went to the polls in the coun-
try’s third election under its current 
constitution. Unfortunately, this his-
toric election was marred by a disputed 
outcome. Because of the controversy 
over the election, civil unrest ensued. 
In responding to protests by opposition 
parties, the Government of Ethiopia 
acted with excessive force, killing 36 
protestors and arresting large numbers 
of demonstrators. 

Final results of the May election 
were due to be completed by the Na-
tional Electoral Board first by June 8, 
then by July 8, and are still ongoing. 
Interim certified results from the Elec-
toral Board indicate that approxi-
mately 40 percent of the vote is either 
still under investigation or in need of 
review, with one region of the country 
still to cast its ballots. 

Let me be crystal clear that the Gov-
ernment of Ethiopia must respect the 
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